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April 5,1999

DocketsManagementBranch(HFA305)
Food and Dmg Administmticm
5630FishersLane,Room 1061
Roekvilk?,Mmykmd20852

RE: DocketNumber98M504

DearFDA:

I am writingtodayto expressmy strongobjeetionto costiyand unnecessaryrules,whichyou havebeen
askedto wmsider~ the Centerfor Sciencein the PublicInterest.

As one whohas workedin the oysterMustry for manyyearsand whounderstandsthe diffkxdtiesfacedby
harvesters,tlume~ processors,and otherswho rely in shellfish
I can tell you firsthand of the eeonornicdamagetheseproposedruleswouldirdlictuponus.

Most peoplein our industryown smalloperationswith little financialstabilityand fawcashresmms.
Forcingus to complywith mandatorypostharvest treatmentwill drivemanyout of businessaltogetherand
lWfdY I@dUw Out fitited profits own further. SimplyStatq wecan’t affordthe costlyequipmentand
cannotabsorbthe lowerccmsmnerdemandjwhichresultfmm treatedoysters.

Consunwrsshouldhava a choim batween&at@ and freshoysters. The smallnumbarof peoplewho may
beat risk shouldheedthe amplehealthwarningsavailablewherefreshoystersare sold and assumetheir
own levelof personalresponsibilityjust as thosewhoare diabeticmustavoidsugarand thosewho are
allergicto sulfitesmust avoidproductswhichcontainthem. Theseproductsare rmtremovedfromthe
marketor treatedto eliminatesuMtes,consumersare advisedthat theyshouldnot consumethan

I urgeFDAto rejectthese e@pling rulesand allowotherappropriateimlependentstateandnationalbodies
suchas ISSCto eontimwU@ edueationand oversightactivitiesas theyhave in the past

L-Doris Nelso
President
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